A comparison of the psychometric properties of 4 postconcussion syndrome measures in a nonclinical sample.
To investigate the psychometric properties of 4 established postconcussive symptoms (PCS) measures. Ninety-six nonclinical participants (49 university students and 47 nonstudents; 73% male). Nonclinical participants were recruited because PCS symptoms are common in both clinical and nonclinical groups. Rivermead Postconcussion Symptoms Questionnaire, the Postconcussion Syndrome Symptom Scale, the Postconcussion Syndrome Checklist, and the British Columbia Postconcussion Symptom Inventory were completed in a counterbalanced order. Internal consistency and split-half reliability coefficients were calculated for each PCS measure. Convergent validity was examined using intercorrelations between PCS measures. Divergent validity was examined using correlations between each of the PCS measures and depression. PCS measures had moderate to good reliability and were significantly and positively correlated with each other. Divergent validity correlations were generally weaker than those between PCS measures. This study is the first to examine the psychometric properties of multiple PCS measures in a single sample. Given that clinicians may not know in advance the clinical or nonclinical group status of their clients, particularly in mild trauma cases, our data may help researchers and clinicians compare and select PCS measures.